[Cardiotoxic effect of the tocolytic agent fenoterol (partusisten) in the neonate (author's transl)].
Forty-two children of mothers treated with beta-adrenergic drugs were investigated cardiologically during a period of 3 1/2 years. Eleven neonates were seen to suffer from severe toxic myocardiopathy associated with heart failure. The mothers had in part been given excessive fenoterol doses for 13 weeks on the average. One child died of regressive myocardial alterations as confirmed by autopsy. Suspicion of toxic myocardiopathy was suggested in another 16 children. Related to the very large number of mothers treated with tocolytic agents, fenoterol-induced myocardiopathy so far appears to be rare. In agreement with other reports, however, our observations suggest the possibility of severe, even perilous myocardial damage. Therefore, the indication and dosage of fenoterol should be subjected to more rigid criteria than so far applied.